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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 31-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claims 31-39 recites "a computer program product"; however, claims 31-39 
neither include any computer hardware component(s) nor positively recite that the cited 
software programs are useable with a processor of an electronic device. As such claims 
31-39 are directed toward software per se, which is non-functional descriptive material 
and non-statutory. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-44 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kayser 
(U.S. Patent 6,089,453). 
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As to claim 1 , Kayser discloses an electronic device (20), comprising: 

a nonvolatile memory (Fig. 19a, 150) for storing information regarding said 
electronic device (col. 33, lines 17-20); 

an electronic persistent visual display (156) having an input (C, conductor), 

said electronic persistent visual display providing a visual label display (Fig. 17a, 

* 

317) which persists indefinitely (The information on the label can be changed see Fig. 

* • * 

18b), until updated by an input signal at said input (col. 12, lines 12-18 and col. 68, lines 
55-61); 

at least one operational element (158); and 

a processor (146) for operating said at least one operational element (col. 66, 
lines 21-23); 

said processor, in response to a predetermined state (start-up), providing an 
update input signal (Product information) at said electronic persistent visual display 
input (20), 

said update input signal comprising selected said information regarding said 
electronic device stored in said nonvolatile memory (software initialization, col. 13, lines 
37-42 and col. 69, lines 35-41), 

said update signal to update said visual label display of said electronic persistent 

« . ■ • 

visual display (col. 12, lines 12-14). 
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As to claim 15, this claim differs from claim 1 only in that the limitations "stored by 
said processor" is additionally recited. Kayser teaches the processor stores the display 
tag address (col. 66, lines 38-43). 

As to claim 31 , this claim differs from claim 1 only in that the limitation " A 
computer program" is additionally recited. Kayser teaches a computer program product 

♦ ■ » 

(program ROM, 2064) usable with a processor (2003) of an electronic device (ASIC, 
2001 ), said computer program product having computer readable program code 
embodied therein for operating at least one operational element (col. 49, lines 18-20). 

As to claim 40, this claim differs from claim 1 only in that the limitation states " a 
Network and a network interface" Kayser teaches a system (Fig. 2) comprising: 

a network (communication network, 27) ; 

and a plurality of components (20), at least one of said components comprising: 
a network interface (31 ) to said network (27); 

As to claims 2, 16, 32, and 41, Kayser teaches the predetermined state (start-up) 
of said processor comprises a power-on and/or reset of said processor (col. 26, lines 
59-60) . 
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As to claims 3, 17, and 33, Kayser teaches the processor additionally updates 
said information regarding said electronic device stored in said nonvolatile memory (col. 
68, lines 40-44), and said processor update signal selected information (received 
address) comprises at least said updated information (information data) regarding said 
electronic device (col. 68, lines 44-46). 

» • * 

As to claims 4, 18, and 34, Kayser teaches the processor comprises a 
programmable computer processor (col. 68, lines 63-67) and said predetermined state 
(Power-on self-test) of said processor comprises completion of an update to computer 
readable program code (displaying the received data packet) of said programmable 
computer processor (col. 69, lines 14-19). 

As to claims 5, 19, and 35, Kayser teaches the processor (146) additionally 
updates said information regarding said electronic device stored in said nonvolatile 
memory (col. 68, lines 37-46) with status information (new look up table) related to said 
update to computer readable program code of said programmable computer processor 
(col. 26, lines 46-56), and said processor update signal selected information comprises 
at least said status information (col. 26, lines 46-49). 

As to claims 6 and 20, Kayser teaches the processor comprises programmable 
logic (Display driver, 1 58) and said predetermined state of said processor comprises 
completion of an update to said programmable logic (252, col. 69, lines 17-19). 

> 

As to claims 7 and 21 , Kayser teaches the processor additionally updates said 
information regarding said electronic device stored in said nonvolatile memory (col. 26, 
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lines 46-50) with status information related to said update to said programmable logic 
(new display tag to be added), and said processor update signal selected information 
(look-up table) comprises at least said status information (col. 26, lines 52-56). 

As to claims 8 and 22, Kayser teaches the predetermined state of said processor 
comprises a state achieved (steps 1344 through 1347, Fig. 13e) in response to an 
indication of completion (new display tag) of an engineering change to said electronic 
device (Adding a display tag, col. 27, lines 39-41 and lines 55-57). 

As to claims 9,1 1 , 23, 25, 36, and 38, Kayser teaches the processor additionally 
updates said information regarding said electronic device stored in said nonvolatile 
memory (col. 68, lines 37-43) with status information related to said engineering change 
to said electronic device (1344, Fig. 13e), and said processor update signal selected 
information comprises at least said status information (col. 68, lines 40-46). 

As to claims 10, 24, 37, and 42, Kayser teaches the predetermined state of said 
processor comprises a state achieved (steps 1344 through 1347) in response to an 
indication of a change to said at least one operational element (New tag setup, col. 27, 
lines 55-57). 

As to claims 12 and 26, Kayser teaches the electronic device additionally 
comprises an input/output interface (31); and 

said predetermined state of said processor (Start-up mode) comprises a state 
achieved in response to a signal received at said input/output interface (col. 18, lines 1- 
7&col. 68, lines 40-51). 
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As to claims 13, 27, and 43, Kayser teaches the processor additionally selects 
(address which matches its stored address) said information stored in said nonvolatile 
memory in accordance with said signal received at said input/output interface (col. 68, 
lines 40-46 & col. 18 lines 1-7). 

As to claims 14, 30, 39and 39, Kayser teaches the predetermined state (reset) of 

» - • ■ 

said processor comprises an expiration of a predetermined interval of time (col. 48, lines 
49-53). 

p * * 

As to claim 28, Kayser teaches the electronic device comprises a component for 
a system (28, Fig. 2), said system comprising a network coupling said electronic device 
(31 ) within said system (col. 12, lines 52-53), and 

wherein said electronic device additionally comprises a network interface to said 
network (col. 12, lines 47-50); and 

said predetermined state (start-up mode) of said processor comprises a state 
achieved in response to a signal received at said network interface (col. 68, lines 47- 
53). 

As to claim 29, Kayser teaches the processor additionally selects said 
information stored by said processor (stored address) in accordance with said signal 
received at said network interface (col. 68, lines 40-46). 
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Conclusion 

* 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicants disclosure. 

Briechle et al. (U.S. Patent 5,632,010) discloses a technique for communicating 

* 

with electronic labels in an electronic price display system. 

Revesz et al. (U.S. Patent 4,962,466) discloses an electronic product information 
display system. 

Inquiries 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Pegeman Karimi whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
1712. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 8:00am - 5:00pm 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chanh Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-7772. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have. questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic. 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1 000. 



Pegeman Karimi 

04/23/2007 CHANH D. NGUYEN 

SUPERVISORY RATENT EXAMINER 
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